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If you think Manischewitz, Shapiro’s or
Royal when you think of kosher wine, then
you haven’t been to Basil Pizza and Wine Bar
in Crown Heights, where the excellent vin-
tage kosher wines compete head-to-head
with the best wines of the world.

Owners Danny Branover and Izhak
Alkaslasi didn’t want to sacrifice taste to
keep kosher and they figured lots of other
people felt the same way. That was the idea
behind Basil, Brooklyn’s—and New
York’s—first all-kosher wine bar. 

Along with great wine, this Italian-style
bistro serves artisanal wood oven pizzas, also
kosher, loaded with yummy things like Sar-

dinian anchovies, goat’s milk feta and fresh mozzarella made right on the premises. Hand-
made pasta, risotto and fresh fish like bronzino and sea bass are available as well as classic
desserts like tiramisu and cheesecake for a fitting finish.

Basil also opens early, serving freshly baked items to get your morning motor running,
also made in accordance with Jewish dietary laws.

“I think we may well have the only kosher wine bar in America,” said Branover, “but
our customers aren’t limited to kosher-keeping crowds.” 

Even the executive editor of Wine Spectator, Tom Matthews, visited and Basil got a
mention on the publication’s website. All sorts of customers—some Jewish, some not—are
flocking to Basil because the food is great and the wine is delicious and it all just happens
to be kosher! And what could be better than that?

Basil Pizza and Wine Bar, 270 Kingston Avenue; Hours: Breakfast/Bakery 8:00am-
1:30pm; Lunch/Dinner 11:30am-2:00am; Closed Fri –Sat for Shabbat; (718) 285-8777
or visit www.basilny.com.

FINE WINE AND KOSHER, TOO!

4 Basil Pizza and Wine Bar—Corks
and Kosher.
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Looking for a family outing in the
great outdoors? Just follow the sand-
pipers, egrets, marsh hawks, herons
and other wildlife to the Marine Park
Preserve, a 530-acre grassland and
salt marsh that borders Gerritson
Creek in Jamaica Bay and is accessi-
ble by car or public transportation.

The first stop for visitors is the 10-
year-old Salt Marsh Nature Center, an
Urban Park Rangers facility—originally
funded by former Council Member
Herbert Berman—and maintained and
cared for today with the help of the Salt
Marsh Alliance, a group of Marine
Park and Gerritsen Beach residents. 

Said Alliance president Jessica Schulman, “Working with the Parks Department, we
help provide educational and recreational activities as well as environmental studies. It’s
critical that younger generations learn the important role ecosystems play and that we hu-
mans can make a positive, as well as a negative, difference.”

The Center offers walking tours and birding, yoga and photography classes, as well as
special lectures and workshops on subjects as eclectic as shrub pruning, calligraphy, “Marshy
Macro Invertebrates” and “Wild for Wildflowers.” There’s even live entertainment during
Saturday Nights Live!, with music, storytelling and an open mic poetry session.

The Center’s trail maps and nature brochures also make an afternoon of bird- and fau-
na-watching more enjoyable.

The Salt Marsh Nature Center, 2966 Ave U, across the street from Marine Park; Hours
11:00am–5:00pm every day except Wed and w/extended hours during special events. The
grounds, including the nature trail, are open from dawn to dusk. Call (718) 421-2021 or
visit www.saltmarshalliance.org for directions, events and more information.

FOREVER WILD

4 Celebrating the Salt Marsh Nature Center’s
10th birthday were (from left) Urban Park Ranger
John Moylett, Salt Marsh Alliance VP Ellen Hoyt,

SMA Treasurer Bernie Cohen, Marty, SMA
President Jessica Schulman, Nature Center

Director Calvin Godfrey and Urban Park Ranger
Sergeant Anthony Prastaro.




